
Dear Vista Lutheran Family, 

With immense gratitude and eager 
anticipation, I step into the role of your 
interim pastor here at Vista Lutheran. It is 
a privilege to become a part of this faith 
community with such a rich history, 
guided by a profound mission and vision 
that resonates deeply with the Christian 
calling. 

The picturesque nature trails that wind 
through St. Louis Park are a beautiful 
reminder of the paths we'll explore 
together during this time of transition. I 
am excited to embark on this adventure, 
navigating the trails of faith, learning from 
one another, and growing together in the 
love of Christ. I am eager to explore the 

ways in which we can contribute to the 
well-being of the community and 
strengthen the bonds that make Vista 
Lutheran such a special place. 

I look forward to getting to know each of 
you, hearing your stories, and discovering 
the unique ways in which our faith 
intertwines with the needs of the world. 
Together, let us embrace this new trail on 
Vista’s path.  

May the grace of God guide us on this 
journey, and may our time together be 
filled with blessings and joy. 

In Christ's love, 

Kjell Ferris 

Interim Pastor, Vista Lutheran Church 
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Worship & Music 

 
February 21st, Wednesday Nights in Lent 

Confirmation Mentors Needed! 

The faith Formation Mission Team is looking for 
faithful adults to be in conversation with our 
confirmation students throughout the season of 

Lent.  Meet during community dinner, have a conversation about faith and life, 
and be connected across the generations as the Church.   

Four (4) mentors are needed.  Please contact Emma Peterson: 
emmat0813@gmail.com 

Confirmation Classes -  
7-8pm on Wednesdays  

Mark your calendars! 

02-14-24 Ash Wednesday 
02-21-24 Lent, Supper/Mentor 
02-28-24 Lent, Supper/Mentor 

 



Grace In The Park  
Meal and Worship 



  

Taking a sip of coffee and tasting a 
sweet treat after worship just feels 
right.  To help keep this feeling of 
fellowship going, please consider 
signing up at the welcome desk to 

volunteer  

 Lets keep Vista’s sidewalks 
safe this winter !! 

  

  

  

  

Please volunteer to shovel 
when necessary.  

 

# Sunday School 



Welcome to Pastor Kjell Ferris 

Meet Pastor Kjell (pronounced “Chell”, like 
church) Ferris, Vista Lutheran’s new interim 
pastor. 

Pastor Ferris is coming to Vista from Calvary 
Lutheran, near George Floyd Square, where ha 
has been their interim pastor for the past 2 years.  
Previously, he was lead Pastor at Peace Lutheran 
Church in Plymouth for 8 years, and an associate 
pastor at Christ Lutheran Church in Blaine for 6 
years. 

Originally, hailing from western North Dakota, 
Pastor Ferris has deep roots in the Lutheran faith and he is drawn to focusing on being 
an interim pastor.  We have a blessed opportunity to work with him as we focus on 
calling our next permanent pastor. 

Pastor Ferris started at Vista on Monday, January 29th.  Please welcome him to Vista! 

Ronnevik Papua New Guinea Newsletter 
 

Pastor Andrew Ronnevik will soon begin 
a new call as a seminary professor in 
Papua New Guinea (PNG) through ELCA 
Global Mission   You can follow Pastor 
Andrew and his family through their 
monthly newsletter by clicking on the 
link below : 

Ronnevik PNG newsletter  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/147wJxP1cglwBh_Q-U0hF0SRehtQ4I-Rf?usp=sharing


Faith Formation—Jan. 5 Meeting Update 
• Emma Peterson is the council liaison 
• Meets 1st Monday of the month at 7:00 pm 
• We are continuing to collect books for the Early Rise center. Order using the Amazon link or a 
 vendor of your choice. Books ordered on Amazon are shipped to the church office and 
 collected in the box in the gathering area.  
• Our confirmation students are excited to welcome Pastor Kjell and start with their mentors 
 during Lent. 
• We continue with #SundaySchool for families with Elementary age children.  
• Our next meeting is March 4th at 7pm.  

Invitation & Welcome-Jan. 14, Meeting Update 
• Jason Bruns is the council liaison 
• Meets 2nd Sunday of the month at 11:15 am 
• Members Present: Joy Shidla, Nikki Carson, Michael Bachman, Jason Bruns 
• Review notes from last meeting: 
• Additional Agenda Items 

 Music in sanctuary before worship service. 
 February 18 - Chili cookoff after worship at Vista 
 Looking to purchase cake from LGBTQ+ bakery for the Reconciling in Christ server on 
 February 11. 

• Future Topics 
 Music in centrum after worship service. Purchase of bluetooth speaker, and possible 
 Vista music subscription. 
 Advertise lent and Easter services 
 Facebook 
 Signage similar to Christmas signage in front of church 
 Signs on church entrance doors 
 Discussed live feed of worship service on Facebook - There might be issues with  

  copyrights of music, if the music is broadcasted (think choir music is main issue) 
 Team is discussing visiting other churches to gain knowledge on their I&W practices. 

• Questions for the church council: 
 OK to play music before worship in sanctuary, and centrum after worship? 
 Any concerns with broadcasting worship live on Facebook? 

Worship  Jan. 7, Meeting Update 
•  Kristi Johnson is the council liaison 
•  Meets 1st Sunday of the month at 11:15 am. 

Justice & Community Partnership—Jan. 22 Meeting Update 
• Judy Tyrer is the council liaison 
• Meets 4th Monday of the month at 7:00 pm 
• Mark Ennenga heads up Fare For All at Vista. He presented a summary of how the 
 organization operates and the benefits of having Fare For All in our community. 
• There will be a food insecurity forum presented by Derek from STEP on February 25, 2024 
 after the service. 
• We are exploring land acknowledgement statements. 

Mission Team Updates 



Assets & Building—Jan. 9, Meeting Update 
• Jason H. is the council liaison 
• Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm 

• Property Task Group 

 Managing Vista open/close responsibilities 
 Maintenance Request form is now available at the Welcome Desk Mission Team  

  Updates 
 Addressing “what impact on the budget do volunteers really have?” If we don’t have  

  volunteers, money has to come out of the budget. 
 God is up to amazing things at Vista … join one of these important mission teams or 

  volunteer as we build for the future!  

• BURT (building usage and rental team) 

 Has been meeting to secure a rental broker to supplement member giving and keep 
  Vista sustainable in the future. 

 Please join us for an Adult Forum on Commercial Realty Listing with Kevin Peck of  
  Suntide. 

 Sunday January 14, 11:15am in Lower Fellowship - Kevin has shown the space several 
  times, and WCNS will be going through Kevin as well. 

Finance Committee-Jan. 15th and 22nd Meeting Update 
•  Waldo Johnson is the council liaison  
• Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 11:30 am 
• 2024 budget was discussed. 

Pastoral Transition Task Group 
• Pam P is council liaison, members are Bob Anderson, Sylvia Pogoff, Nikki Carson,  
 Jan Anderson, Connie Hessevick 
• Meets when needed 
• This is a short term group working with the congregation to fill out the Ministry Site Profile in 
 2023. Then a call committee will be formed and may start interviewing in early 2024 
• We began congregational input at the ‘Who(se) Are We… God’s Future in this Place’ on Oct. 
 22/29th 

  

January 18, 2024 Council Meeting Summary 
• The 2024 budget was presented to the council. 
• The 2023 Annual report was presented for approval for the 2024 

Annual Meeting. 
• The forming of a call committee was discussed. 

Full meeting minutes are available by clicking on this link  

Congregation Link to January 18, 2024 Council Meeting 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15hPlbf3En0IZdPRs21aCRAwPxTnyYxyEza1C2OHNdjA/edit?usp=sharing


Finance 
Vista Lutheran Church 



Birthdays 
 1 - Christa Engquist 

 2—Eleanor Ferris 

 3 - Maren Nelson 

 4—Jill Olson 

 7 - Kari Schwietering 

11 - Sheldon Gustafson 
       Owen Andersen 

12 - Andrew Raether 

18 -  Jean Olson 

19 - Kathy Schmitz 

20 - Avery Pittman 

22 - Carol Schwalbe 
        Jim Zimdars 
        William Morgan 

26 - Lonnie Cooper 
       Camryn Bruns 

27 - Greyson Keller 

28 – Charlene Guddal 
        Lorraine Edberg 
        Holden Hammel 

  

If your birthday was 
missed or listed 

incorrectly, please  
call the church office at  

952-926-7603. 
  

CHILI COOK OFF  
RESCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 25 



Social Ministry 
 

Tuesday 
February 27, 2024 

11:00 am - 12:15 pm 

 

Tuesday 
February 13, 2024 

6:45—8:15 pm 

 

Wednesday, February 14, 2024 
4:00—6:00 pm 
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2024 Congregational Council   

Jason Holt   President—Building & Assets Mission Team 

    Vice President—Personnel Committee 

Waldo Johnson  Treasurer—Finance Committee 

Judy Tyrer   Secretary—Community Partnership & Justice Mission Team 

At Large 

Jason Bruns—Welcome Invitation Mission Team 

Pam Pivec—Pastoral Transition Task Force 

John Carlotto 

Larissa Penny 

Mike Andersen 

Congregational council are now liaisons to all active Mission Teams & Committees. 

Christiana Howell Director of Music music@vistalutheran.org 

Andrew Raether Media Lead communication@vistalutheran.org 

Cindy Ranwick Administrative Assistant cindy@vistalutheran.org 

Noah Strom Organist chiropractor.noah@gmail.com 

Emma Todd Associate Organist emmat0813@gmail.com 

4003 Wooddale Avenue. St. Louis Park, MN  55416   952-926-7603 

Office Hours: Monday—Thursday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 

www.vistalutheran.org 

 


